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| 28 but its awfu' like to riſe up here, 
Whar fic a ſight o' learnt fouks pows appear 
Sae mony piercing een a' fixt on ane, 

1s maiſt enough to freeze mc to a ſtane! 

But its ae mercy, mony thanks to ſate, 
Pedlars arc por, but unco ſeldom late. 


(8 peabing to the Preſident, „ 
This queſtion, Sir, has been right weel diſput 
And meikle, weel-a-wat's been ſaid abour'it:; 
Chicls, that preciſely to the point can ſpeak, 
And gallop o'cr lang blauds of kittle Greek, 
Hae tent frac i}ka fide their ſharp opinien, 
And pecl'd it up as ane wad peel an ingon. 


{The queſtion bad been ſpuFen. to on both fed des befort 
Tale was recited, which "eas the loft pinion f 
on 1 15 debete.] | 
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nor, | winna plague ye lang wi” my poor ſpale, 

Whether??? only crave your patience to a Tale: 

the * which ye'll ken on whatna ſide I'm ſtinnin?, 
Il perceive your binmgſ minutes rinnin'. 


THE TALE. 


rnere liv'd in Fife, an auld, ſtout, warldly chiel, 
N. ba's ſtomach kend nae fare but milt and meal; 
wife be had, I think they ca'd her BZ L, 
nd twa big ſons, amaiſt as heigh's himſel'. 4 
13, was @ gleg, ſmart cock, 201” pouthert paſa, . | 1 
„dax, 4 flaw, feart, $aſofu" fimple hafs. x x 


Baith to the College gaed. At firſt, (pruce Ray, 
Greek and Latin, grew a very dab: 


here, - beat a' roun' about him, fair and clcan, 

ppear | d ilk ane courted him to be their frien'; | 
ae houſe to houſe they harl'd him to dinner, 

! t curſt poor RINGAN for a Hume finner, 

. Ras tauked now in fic a loſty ſtrain, 


tho' braid Scotland had been a' his ain, 
 ca'd the Kirk the Church, the Tirth the Globe, 


el diſputWps chang's his name forſooth, frac X to Boy, . 
ont it: Nare'er ye met him, flouriſhing bis rung, 

ſpeak, e hale diſcourſe was murder'd wi! his tongues 

Ircek, friends and ſaes wi' impugence he ſet, 

nien, d ramm'd his noſe in ev'ry thing he mer, 

ngon, et. 


The College now, to Ras grew douf and dull, 
ſcorn'd wi' books to (lupify his ſkull; 

whirl'd to Plays and Balls, and fic like places, 
d roat'd awa at Fairs and Kinira Razes ; 1 
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Of mony a far-aff place he kend the gate; 


It guides, alike, in Commerce or at College; 


tm) 
Sent hame for filler frac his mither Bart, 
And caft a horſe, and rade a race himſel'; 
Prank night and day, and ſyne when mortal f 
Row'd on the floor, and ſnor'd like ony ſow; 
Loſt a' his ſiller wi! ſome gambling ſparks, 
And pawn'd for pubch, his Bible and bis fark; 
Till, driven at laſt to own he had enough, 
Gard hame a regs, io baud bis Father's pleugh. 


Poor bum-drum RiN6AN, play'd anither part, 
For RinGavn wanted neither wit nor art: 


Was deep, deep ſearn'd, but un co, unco 4441. 
He kend how mony mile twas to the moon, 
How mony rale wad lade the ocean toom; 
Whare a' the ſwallows gaed in time o' ſnaw; 
What pars the thunder roar, and tempeſt blay; 
Whare lumps o ' filler grow aneath the grun; 
How a? this yirth rows round about the ſon; 
Ja ſhort, on books ſac meikle time he ſpent, 
Ye cou'dna' ſpeak o: ought, but RINGAN ken! 


Sae meikle learning, with ſae 8 
Soon gain'd the luve o' a? the kintra fide, 
And Detth, at that time, happ'ning to nip aff 
The pariſh miniſter—5 fobr - dull ra'f, 

Rix oN was ſought he cou'dna ſay them nu 
And there he's preaching at this vera day. 


MORAL. 


Now, Mr./PrestDent, I think it's plain, 
That yourbfu' diffidence i is certain gain. 
Inſtcad of blocking up the road togknowledgr, 
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ruggles, the burſts of paſſion to controul, 
eds all the finer feelings of the ſoul; 

enes the deep: laid ſlratagems of guile, 

nd gives even iunocence a faveeter ſmile; 
nnobles all the little worth we have, 

nd ſhields our virtuę even to the grave. 


How vaſt, the diff rence then, between the twain} 
nce pleaſure ever is purſu'd by pain. 

leaſure's 3 Syren, with inviting arms, 

rect is her voice, and pow'rful are her charms; 
ar'd by her call, we tread her flow'ry ground, 

oy wings our ſteps, and Mufic warbles round; 

ull'd in her arms, we loſe the flying hours, 

nd lie emboſom?'d midſt her blooming bow'rs, 93 Ie 
ill-arm'd with death, ſhe watches our undoingy | 4 
abs, while ſhe feen, and frivmphs i in our ma, | 4 


emp or RAB AND RINGAN, 


. Par 8-1 
—— — = 


a le. 


8 . 
FI 


14 


— 


n 


— 


- 
e 
Y : 


N — 


WA CATS and the CHEES | 


ol 
7 ll wed. . 2 a — 22 TT 
* — e 8 LW.” EE we” a , rr 1 


COS * 


A TALE, 


_ 0 
4 2 


„ * Law is 4 draw-well unco deep, 
Neyo, & Withcut o wm, foul out to keep, 
„M han drunk—a donnart chiel may dreef 
- Ws N * Fu fleely in, 
_— F But finds the gate baith ſtay and ſteep 
% Ere out he ruin. 
b: | FERGUSON 
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ia "wa Cats anes on a cheeſe did light, 
To which baith had an equal right: 
But diſputes, ſuch as aſt ariſe, 
Fell out, in ſharing of the Prize. 

| 3 
= Fair play, ſaid ane, ye bite o'er thick, 
Thae teeth of yours gang wond'rous quick; 
1 Lets gart it, elſe, lang or the moon by 
. Be elrang' d the kebuck will be done, 
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t wha's to dot? — They're parties balth, 
d ane may do the ither Neaith,# 


Vith joint conſent, awa they trudge, 

d laid thie cheeſe before a judge: 

Monkey, wi“ a campfhoch face, 

erk to a Juſtice o' the Peace; 

han he his maſter's chair had fill'd, 

Judge he ſeem'd, in juſtice ſkilFd; ve 
ad umpire choſen, ſor divifion, 
ith ſware to ſtand by his decifion. 


cmute he looks the cheefe he pales 
ccs—fin's it gude—ca's for the feal:s; 

s knife whops throw't—in twa it fell; 
Ine puts each ha'f in either ſhell : 

lemnly ſays—“ We'lk weigh the caſe, 
and Grictsft juſtice ſhall have place, 


Then, lifting up the ſcales, he fand 

e tane bang up, the tither ſtand; 

ne out he took the heavieſt ha'f, 

date a knooſt o't quickly af, 

d try'd it ſyne,—it now prov'd light, 
Friend cats, {aid he, we'll do you right. 


Then to the tither ha'f he fell, 

q laid till't teughly tooth and nail, 

l, weigh'd again, it lighteſt prov'd. 

be judge, wha this ſweet proceſs lov'di 
| weightd the caſe, and ill ate on, 

ll clients baith, were weary grown; 

d tenting how the matter went, © 
ied, „ Come, come, Sir, tue „e baity content.” 
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* Ye fools,” quoth he, „But juſtice tos 
„ Muun be contenty as well as you.“ 


Thus grumbled they, thus he went on; 
Till baith the Balves were neer hand done. 
Poor Pouſiet now the daftin* ſaw, 

Of gawn for nianyer to the law; 

And begg'd the Judge, that he wad pleafe 
To give them the remaining cheeſes - 
To this his Worſhip grave; reply'd, 

t The dues of Court, maun Ari br paid ; 

4% And juſtice pleas'd: - What's to the fort 
« Will ſcrimply do to clear your ſcare. 
That's our deereet—Gae hame and ſleep, 
„ And thank us ye've win aff ſat cheap.” 


MORAL. 
Then, tho! at odds, wi' a“ the warl', 
1 Amang ourſels We'll never quarrel, 
&« Tho' diſcord gie a cankar'd ſnarl 

To ſpoil our glee, 


* Ay Fg! s there's pith into the barrel, 
« We'll drin and pres.” 
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